
 

 

Tahoe Writing Intensive for the Novelist 

For intermediate to advanced writers 

 

August 19-23, 2015 

South Lake Tahoe, California 

 

 

A writing retreat doesn’t get any better than this! Come join best-selling romance authors 

Marylu Tyndall and C. S. Lakin for a four-day exquisite Tahoe vacation and writing retreat.  

 

Get inspired, instructed, and refreshed at this top vacation destination as you learn the nuts and bolts 

of novel structure, work on your ideas and work in progress, get great feedback, ideas, and 

brainstorming help on your novel—all at one of the most beautiful lake resort areas in the US! 

 

Spend your mornings in intensive instruction, your afternoons writing, your early evenings in 

discussion, and your nights relaxing—soaking in the hot tub, working on your writing, taking in a 

show, or enjoying all the South Shore has to offer.   

 



 

Here’s what’s included: 

 Four nights in a beautiful custom home in South 

Lake Tahoe near the lake 

 Three full mornings of intensive instruction 

 Two-hour late-afternoon brainstorming 

discussions 

 One private consultation with either Susanne or Marylu 

 Afternoons to write and explore the area 

 Food and beverages included—gourmet breakfast, lunch buffet, and dinner  

 Close to the lake, casinos, and great outdoor activities like biking, hiking, and water 

sports 

 Option of private or shared bedrooms for each attendee (some private/some shared 

baths, limited availability for each option, so book early to get the room choice you 

want) 

 Spouse (non-attendee) can come for additional fee 

 Wi-Fi Internet 

 Hot tub and game room 

 Maximum 10 attendees (not including spouses) 

 Additional marketing and publishing session to help answer your questions about 

traditional and self-publishing options. 

 

Link to property : http://www.vrbo.com/21009  

 

 

Schedule: 

Wednesday: Arrive after 4 pm to settle in. enjoy the lake and the town for the afternoon. Get 

together at 6 for dinner (prepared) and orientation and introductions. Go out on the town for a 

late show, walk along the lake, or get to work on your writing in a quiet nook in the house. 

 

Thursday-Saturday: Breakfast. Intensive workshop and instruction 9-noon. Afternoon: personal 

writing session and assignments on your own WIP. 4-6: group discussions and brainstorming 

what you’ve been working on. 6-7 Dinner. Evenings open to hang out, take a hot tub, explore 

the town. 

 

Sunday: Breakfast. Morning session 9-12. Check out of house. Afternoon: group beach or hike or 

head home if needed. 

 

http://www.vrbo.com/21009


Some of the material covered in sessions (this will be tailored to the group’s individual needs, 

projects, and genre):  

 How to develop an idea into a full-fledged novel 

 Ways to brainstorm and map out plot, characters, settings, themes—all novel 

components 

 How to create and develop meaningful subplots in your story 

 Understanding basic novel structure, and how the “hero’s journey” structure parallels 

and differs from the “lover’s journey” in romance novels 

 How to tailor writing style and structure to the genre you’re writing in 

 How to create rich, believable characters who are intrinsically tied in with their setting 

 

 

COST:    

 Single attendee, private bedroom, king bed, private bath: $1,099 (1 left) 

 Single attendee, private bedroom, king bed, shared bath: $1,099 (1 left) 

 Single attendee, shared bedroom (two in room, two twins), shared bath: $799 (1 

rooms available) 

 

Add spouse (includes food): $200 

 

Guests must arrange their own transportation 

 

 

If you would like to share a room, we will try to connect you with another attendee who is 

also interested in sharing or find a friend to come with you@ 

 

If we are booked up, we can put you on a wait list. You will be contacted if any space becomes 

available.  

 

Payment and Policies:  Full payment due upon booking. Once you have paid, no refunds will 

be issued for cancelling unless we can find someone to take your spot from the wait list, and if 

so, you will get a full refund less the $200 cancellation fee (no guarantee we will be able to fill 

your spot). 

 

Spouse can be added and additional fee paid anytime before August 1st. Payments made via 

PayPal to writingforlifeworkshops@gmail.com.  

 

Let us know if you would be interested in an additional night (Tuesday August 18). The cost 

would be $300, and that does not include meals or any instruction. It would be a vacation day 

for you to have time to write and spend time at the lake or enjoying the area. 

 

mailto:writingforlifeworkshops@gmail.com


Only three spaces are left, so book now! 

 

Contact Susanne at cslakin@gmail.com to ensure there is space available.  

 

If you plan to attend, access the online required questionnaire to fill out HERE. Upon 

completion, email to cslakin@gmail.com.  

 

 

C. S. Lakin is thebest-selling author of sixteen novels and four writing craft 

books (The Writer’s Toolbox Series). Her award-winning blog provides in-

depth instruction for novelists on craft, marketing, publishing, and the writing 

life. She works full-time as a writing coach and copyeditor, specializing in 

manuscript critiques (more than 200 a year). She loves helping authors create 

terrific novels and seeing them hit the best-seller lists. She lives in Morgan Hill, 

California with her husband, three cats, and one ginormous lab. 

 

 

Marylu TyndallMaryLu Tyndall has been writing full time for fifteen years 

and is an award-winning and best-selling author of more than fourteen 

Historical Romance Novels and several novellas. Recently she has tested the 

waters of self-publishing and finds she loves the freedom it offers. She 

mentors  authors in their writing journey  and loves helping them hone their 

skills to express the story burning on their hearts. She makes her home with 

her husband, six children, and several stray cats in San Jose, California. 

 

mailto:cslakin@gmail.com
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